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Prof. Dr. Tuncay TAYMAZ OBITUARY TO M. Kazm Ergin* |||

MEHMET KAZIM ERGIN, known to his colleagues and students as K&zim Hoca, is the most distinguished, eminent
and best Turkish geophysicist whose theoretical and experimental research contributed to every aspect of the
geophysical sciences. He will always be remembered as one of the pioneering figures in advancing teaching of
the Earth Sciences in Turkey, not only for his individual contributions but also for his influence on his colleagues
and students.

Kézim Hoca was also good administrator and proved his abilities to be director of the various institutions in Turkey.
He also shared opinions of Lord Rutherford! of Cavendish Physics Laboratory and those of Sir Edward Crisp Bullard
of Geophysics in Cambridge when running things:

¢ Running things requires confidence that you know what you are doing, a belief that it will all come out all
right and the ability to say what you think without offending people.

® Another thing you must do is to spend time with people who are in trouble, either emotional, financial or
scientific. This is a large part of any Director's job.

e The main thing is to keep as firm a hold as possible on scientific appointments.

e Whatever the consequences, you soon learn that, however unreasonable other people are, you have to remain
calm, sympathetic and reasonable (an occasional explosion does no harm, but it must be rare and calculated).

Kazim Hoca is a well-liked, both effective scientists and director, and was knighted for his services. Under his
leadership the Geophysics Department at iTU played a major role in the establishment of geophysical sciences
in Turkey, and his influence on others involved in these ideals was very extensive. He was very concerned with
the welfare of his students and colleagues and went to great trouble to find them good positions. He made a large
collection of scientific books and scientific periodicals over the years, and donated his collections to the Department
library, known as K&zim Ergin Kitapligi.

Kéazim Ergin will be greatly missed. Those who had the good fortune of having been asociated with him truly
appreciate the benevolence of this extraordinary man. He was an outstanding humanitarian and an esteemed
scientist. Further information can be obtained under http://www.geop.itu.edu.tr/kisiler/ergin
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Applied Geophysics (in Turkish), ITU Library, No: 1189, Faculty of Mines Publication No: 16, 256 pages,
March 1961, revised edition was published 5 times. Last one was in 1985.

A Catalogue of Earthquakes for Turkey and Surrounding Areas (11 AD -1964 AD), in Turkish and
English (co-authors: Ugur Giicli and Zeki Uz), 1966.

On the seismicity and seismotectonics of Turkey and Surrounding Regions, Geological Society of
Turkey, Vol. X, No: 1-2, 1966, in Turkish.

Observed Intensity-Epicentral Distance Relations in Earthquakes, Istanbul Technical University Bulletin,
Vol. 29, No.1, 1971.

Times of Refracted, Reflected and Diffracted P at Distances Larger than 70°. Exploitation of Seismograph
Networks, Edited by K.G.Beauchamp, NATO Advanced Study Series, Series E: Applied Sciences,
No.11, Noordhoff, Leiden, 1975, pp. 527-533.

Recent Observations on the times of PKP phases, Exploitation of Seismograph Networks, Edited by
K.G.Beauchamp, NATO Advanced Study Institutes Series, Series E-Applied Sciences, No. 11, Noordhoff,
Leiden, 1975, 535-540.

Advanced Seismology (Rays and Waves). ISBN: 975-403-033-2, 267 pp, in English, printed and bound
in TUBITAK-Marmara Research Centre, Gebze-Kocaeli, Turkey, 1995.
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