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1 University’ means any type 
of higher education institu-
tion, according to national 
legislation or practice, which 
offers qualifications or diplo-
mas at that level, whatever 
such establishments may 
be called in the participating 
countries

The status of Erasmus student applies to students who satisfy the Erasmus 
eligibility criteria and who have been selected by their university1 to spend 
an Erasmus study period abroad at a partner university in Europe. Both uni-
versities must have an Erasmus University Charter awarded by the European 
Commission.

As an Erasmus student, you are entitled to expect:

• Your home university and your host university to sign a learning agreement 
with you before you leave. This agreement will set out the details of your 
planned studies abroad, including the credits to be achieved.

• A transcript of records at the end of your studies abroad, signed by your 
host university. This will record your results with the credits and grades 
achieved.

• Full academic recognition from your home university for credits achieved 
during the Erasmus study period, in accordance with the learning agree-
ment.

• Not to have to pay fees to your host university for tuition, registration, 
examinations or access to laboratory and library facilities during your 
Erasmus studies.

• Your student grant or loan from your home country to be maintained while 
you are abroad.

ERASMUS
STUDENT CHARTER



As an Erasmus student, you are expected to:

• Respect the rules and obligations of the Erasmus contract with your 
home university or your National Agency.

• Ensure that any changes to the learning agreement are agreed in writing 
with both the home and host university immediately they occur.

• Spend the full study period as agreed at the host university, including 
examinations or other forms of assessment, and respect its rules and 
regulations.

• Write a report on your Erasmus study period abroad when your return.

If you have a problem:

• Identify the problem clearly and check your rights and obligations.

• Contact your departmental coordinator and use the formal appeals proce-
dure of your home university.

• If you remain dissatisfied, contact your National Agency.

Switzerland has participated in ERASMUS, the largest European programme 
for university exchanges and cooperation, since 1992. 

Initially the Swiss participation was based on a bilateral agreement with 
the EU. In 1995 ERASMUS was integrated into the newly created SOCRATES 
programme, and it was not possible anymore to negociate an official Swiss 
participation. Since then Switzerland has been participating indirectly on the 
basis of bilateral agreements between the individual Swiss universities and 
their partner institutions, in the EU as well as in the countries associated with 
the programme. Swiss federal funds are used to finance the grants for Swiss 
ERASMUS students and for those coming to Switzerland. 

The EU ERASMUS Student Charter defines the rights and obligations of 
ERASMUS exchange students. Because of our indirect participation it is strictly 
speaking not applicable in Switzerland, but it is included here for information.

Have a good trip!
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