Preparing the Stereonet and Overlay
Stereographic plotting is usually done on an overlay (a piece of tracing paper that is slightly larger than the net) that can be revolved above a fixed stereonet. Before plotting on the overlay, however, it is useful to prepare your stereonet so that it is permanently available for use in both the office and the field. To do this, print a file EqualAreaNet.pdf or WulfNet2.pdf and mount it on a piece of stiff cardboard. Calibrate the perimeter of the stereonet plotting numbers of strikes or trends (from 000° to 360°).  Cover the net with a transparent plastic sheet to prevent it from getting wet or dirty. Punch a hole in the center of the net with a thumbtack, then insert the thumbtack through this hole from the back of the net. Tape the tack head to the back of the net using clear plastic tape or adhesive tape. This ensures a permanent mount so that the pin does not fall out and also prevents the hole at the center of the net from enlarging and rendering the net unusable. The pin (which should stick out approximately 0.5 cm from the net) serves as an axis of rotation for overlays. When the net is not in use, it is a good idea to cover the pin with a small eraser or a piece of cork to prevent it from ripping paper, clothes, or skin.
To prepare the overlay, place a small piece of clear tape on the back of the overlay at the center. Then, pierce the center of the overlay with the pin at the center of the net so that the overlay is free to revolve above a fixed net, and smooth the overlay against the net. Draw the primitive circle on the overlay, and mark the positions of the north, south, east, and west geographic directions. Use an arrow to indicate the north mark,
