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WHY “WCS: A WORLD CADASTRE SUMMIT?” 
 

Tahsin Yomralioglu 
 

Professor, 
Istanbul Technical University, Turkey 

 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Today as all of you aware of that Cadastre is a big challenge in all aspects of the land-related 
progression, from the basic property use to geo-data assembly, analysis and dissemination. It 
plays great roles in allowing people, governments, local communities, non-government 
organizations and the academicians to make progress in addressing many of the worlds most 
pressing land-use and recording by land problems. The Cadastre has ability to support human 
lifetime in a better way, but failures are still existing. Is the cadastre really being used well 
and changed our social, economic and cultural creations and future of our world so far? So, 
we have to think globally about the cadastre for a better land use for our common future. Now 
it is the time to make a worldwide road map for the Cadastre itself… For the first time ever, 
this congress will bring together cadastral people, land administrators, politicians, scientists, 
investors, geo-data providers and GIS/LIS/SDI users dealing with cadastre from all over the 
world to share their ideas. 
 
 
Biography – PhD, he graduated from the Surveying Engineering Karadeniz Technical University 
(KTU), Trabzon in 1985. He worked on Land Information Systems at the University of New Brunswick 
in Fredericton, Canada. In 1993, he obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
England. In 1994, he was appointed as a full-time Professor in 2001 at KTU, then at Istanbul 
Technical University (ITU) in 2009. He has been the Deputy Chairman of the Department, and the 
Head of the both Cartography and the Land Management divisions at KTU. He also appointed as the 
General Secretary of KTU, and an adviser to the Rector of KTU and the Rector of ITU. He has served 
a member on various commissions, and also worked as a project manager and consultant in several 
public and private institutions. He established ITU-GeoIT graduate program and the first national 
GIS R&D innovation center of Turkey. He has published many scientific-research publications in the 
field of GIS&Land Management. 
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TOWARDS A FOURTH WAVE OF PROPERTY REFORM 
 

John McLaughlin 
 

Professor (emer.) 
University of New Brunswick, Canada 

 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
The first wave of property reform after the Second World War occurred largely in South-east 
Asia, was concentrated in Japan, Taiwan and South Korea, and was largely based on 
institutions and structures imported from the West. A second reform, with a strong ideological 
flavour, was a phenomenon of the land reform movements that peaked in the 1960s and early 
1970s. Subsequently, a third wave of property reform emerged under different guises in a 
large number of jurisdictions including Russia and Eastern Europe, Thailand, Peru, South 
Africa and elsewhere. This was fuelled in part by a renewed interest in the importance of 
institutions to development and by new technology imperatives. In each wave lessons were 
learned and progress made, but as well limits were tested and failure was widespread. Now a 
fourth wave of property reform is emerging. This presentation will include a retrospective 
look at property reform over the past six decades and an examination of some of the emerging 
challenges and trends. 
	
	
Biography – He is Professor of Engineering and President Emeritus at the University of New 
Brunswick, Canada. He served as Chair of the Department of Surveying Engineering, Vice-President 
and was the University's 17th President and Vice-Chancellor. John introduced and developed the first 
land administration program at a North American university and the first program in land information 
management to be taught anywhere in the world. He has been a leader in building the North American 
Geomatics industry and has worked extensively overseas, in more than 40 countries, on the 
development of property systems with the World Bank, UNDP, and other international agencies 
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Towards a 4th

Wave of Property

Reform

John McLaughlin and Robin McLaren

Prepared for the World Cadastre Summit

April 2015

“Bizim için çok özel bir yeri

olan Türkiye'de tekrar

bulunmaktan büyük

mutluluk duyuyoruz.”

“This was one of my prayers: 

for a parcel of land not so very 

large, which should have a 

garden and a spring of ever-

flowing water near the house, 

and a bit of woodland as well as 

these.”

Horace, 1st century B.C.
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Bretton Woods and the 
Post-War Economic Order

“Increasing land rights 
for poor people is the key 
to reducing poverty and 
stimulating economic 
growth.”

World Bank, 2003 Annual Report

Property reform is not 
undertaken for its own sake; 
it is one strategy, though a 
fundamental one, for 
addressing a number of 
critical issues and global 
development goals

1945 1965 1985 2005

The Post War Property Cycle

1st Wave

1945 1965

2nd Wave

1965 1985
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3rd Wave

1985 2005

The Third Wave

Early Drivers

u a renewed interest in the 

importance of property in Western 

countries

u the importance of land and 

property reform to the international 

economic agenda 

u the need for social stability 

following the collapse of 

communism

Land Administration

u Re-emergence of land administration as a 

significant field of endeavor

u Early attempts at automation followed by 

the introduction of modern systems 

concepts

u Evolution of new models for the 

integration of the various components of 

land administration

u Concept of the land parcel as 

fundamental window into the information 

world

Property Programs

u Settlement

u Property formalization

u Market-oriented land reform

u Privatization
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The Importance of Property

u Traditional arguments

vSocial stability

vAccess to credit

v Incentives to improve the land

vPoverty reduction

u Role of property in social 

development

u Property as a “Meta Institution”

Limits to the Role of Property

u Indigenous property systems

u Women’s access to property

u Complementary infrastructure 

u Access to credit 

u Transaction costs

u Education

Retrospective Assessments

U.K. Department for International 

Development (Lawry and Samili, 2014)

u Formal registration of individual land 

rights increases investment, productivity, 

and household consumption.

u Review also included the important 

caveat that productivity had not risen as 

much in Africa as in Asia and Latin 

America.

4th Wave

2005

Towards a Fourth Wave

Evolution of a new narrative:

u the nature and importance of 

property

u the institutional and administrative 

underpinnings required 

u the role of citizens and civic society 

for the successful and sustainable 

implementation of reform
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2015 as the “Bretton 

Woods moment of our 

generation”

Mary Robinson

u UN meeting in September to 

approve Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs)

u Paris Conference in December re 

Global Climate Change Treaty

u Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank

“This past month may be 

remembered as the moment 

the United States lost its role as 

the underwriter of the global 

economic system.”

Larry Summers, April 2015

Different Challenges;

Different Agendas
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Low Human Development
Nations

Sierra Leone

Kenya
Nepal

Haiti

CongoNigeria

Yemen

Pakistan

Swaziland

Angola

Myanmar

Rwanda

Cameroon

Madagascar

Zimbabwe

Papua New Guinea

Tanzania

Solomon Islands

Comoros

Mauritania

Togo

Malawi

Sudan

Benin

Djibouti

Uganda

Senegal
Lesotho

Côte d'Ivoire

Ethiopia

Gambia

Burundi

Guinea

Mozambique

Guinea-Bissau

Mali

Liberia

Chad

Burkina Faso

Eritrea

Central African Republic

Afghanistan

Lessons Learned

u Need much more scalable solutions.

u Need to provide a national land policy 
framework that goes beyond land 
administration into land management and 
land markets and delivers significant 
benefits. 

u Land tenure and land administration are 
not the end game.

u Donor / lender land sector requires 
stronger leadership.

The Next Chapter

u Fit-for-purpose land administration 
solutions that are scalable and 
work, e.g. Rwanda.

u Holistic land management

u Land reform leadership will require 
courage to enable the necessary 
non-evolutionary changes.
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u New wave will require new 

innovative technology and new 

technology partners.

u New service delivery channels:  

property solutions as a bi-product of 

delivering other related services. 

u Enabling political economy will be 

crucial.

u Global land indicators required to 

measure progress against the post-

2015 SDGs.

“Benefits from land administration 

reforms depends on the broader 

socio-economic and governance 

environment and the nature of 

interventions. 

Bad governance and an ineffective 

or predatory state will hinder 

benefits from such interventions, or 

even cause negative outcomes…”

Deininger and Feder, 2009

u Deep, sustainable reform is unlikely to 

come from government any time soon. 

u Rather we anticipate real change 

coming much more from bottom-up 

initiatives.

u http://timbuktuchronicles.blogspot.ca

u http://africanarguments.org

Post-Modern Economies United States

Greece

Japan
Canada

United Kingdom

Austria

Netherlands

Belgium

Denmark

Ireland

GermanyFrance

Finland Luxembourg

Portugal Sweden

Spain

Italy

Lithuania

Saudi Arabia

Singapore

Switzerland

Australia

New Zealand

Norway

Brunei Darussalam

Liechtenstein Czech Republic

Israel

Iceland

Qatar

Slovenia

Estonia

Cyprus

Poland

Slovakia
United Arab Emirates

Chile
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Deep Change

u Fundamental cultural and 

institutional disruption

u Re-examination of core values and 

priorities

u Living in a world of uncertainty

Institutional Geography

Institutions Matter

Geography Matters

Property and the Environment
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Local Global

Now

Future 
Generations

Environmental Agenda

High Human Development
Nations

Turkey
Uruguay

Malaysia

Russia Federation

Ecuador

China
Tunisia

Thailand

Mexico PeruLebanon

Barbados
Panama

Lebanon

Jordan

Sri Lanka
Bulgaria

PalauLibya

Georgia

Iran

Montenegro

Chile

Oman

Azerbaijan

Kazakhstan

Mauritius

Venezuela

Bahamas

Antigua and Barbuda

RomaniaBelarus

Brazil

Grenada

Serbia

Saint Kitts and NevisSeychelles

Costa Rica

India
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SUSTAINABLE LAND GOVERNANCE IN SUPPORT OF THE 
GLOBAL AGENDA 

 
Stig Enemark 

 
Professor 

Aalborg University, Denmark 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
Land governance is about the policies, processes and institutions by which land, property and 
natural resources are managed. Land administration systems are the operational component of 
land governance and provide a country with an infrastructure for implementing land policies 
and land management strategies in support of sustainable development. This presentation 
provides an overall understanding of the land management paradigm in this regard. All 
countries have to deal with the management of land. They have to deal with the four functions 
of land tenure, land value, land use, and land development in some way or another. A 
country’s capacity may be advanced and combine all the activities in one conceptual 
framework supported by sophisticated ICT models. However, in developing countries, often 
with a cadastral coverage of less than 10 per cent, there is a need to implement more basic 
systems that are basically fit-for-purpose and can be incrementally improved over time. Land 
governance and administration should also support the global agenda through addressing the 
key challenges of our time such as climate change, poverty reduction, human rights, and rapid 
urban growth. Land Governance and administration therefore need high-level political support 
and recognition. 
 
 
Biography – Stig Enemark is Professor of Land Management at Aalborg University, Denmark. He is 
Honorary President of the International Federation of Surveyors, FIG (President 2007-2010) and 
Past President and Honorary Member of the Danish Association of Chartered Surveyors (DdL). He 
worked for 12 year as a licensed surveyor in private practice before entering the academic world. He 
is a well-known international expert in the areas of cadastre, land administration systems, land 
management and spatial planning, and related educational and capacity building issues. He has 
consulted and published widely in these areas. A full list of about 400 publications is available at: 
www.personprofil.aau.dk/100037 
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ENSURING THE RAPID RESPONSE TO CHANGE, 
ENSURING THE SURVEYOR OF TOMORROW 

 
Chryssy A. Potsiou 

 
FIG PRESIDENT 

Associate Professor, Greece 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
This paper presents a summary of literature research and the brainstorming input accumulated 
mainly from the FIG kick-off seminar and the FIG side event during the World Bank 
Conference on Land and Poverty, both organized in the first quarter of 2015. Based on the 
FIG overall theme “Ensuring the Rapid Response to Change, Ensuring the Surveyor of 
Tomorrow” the paper aims to provide inspiration to surveyors to address the global challenges 
and to structure the way ahead. A brief overview of the global trends in the changing 
economies and markets, the changing societal needs and the changing technology together 
with an emphasis of the importance of timing in the surveyors’ response to change is given. 
Proposals for FIG action plan, and for a close cooperation among FIG, the regional 
associations and the national associations in order to better prepare tomorrow’s surveyors 
today to enable them performing in a sustainable way and within the framework of FIG vision 
are included. The contribution of all international and local experts to both FIG brainstorming 
events is highly appreciated and acknowledged. 
 
 
Biography – She is the President of International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), Associate Professor, 
School of Rural and Surveying Engineering, Technical University of Athens, Greece. She has 30 years 
experience in education, training and international capacity building. She is elected member of the 
bureau of the Hellenic Association of Rural and Surveying Engineers. Since 1982 she is active in the 
FIG especially in the work of Com 7 (Cadastre and Land Management) and Com 3 (Spatial 
Information Management). She was the Chair of FIG Commission 3, the ACCO representative at the 
FIG Council, FIG Vice President. She has organized several international conferences. She has been 
contributor, co-author or main author of many publications and has written more than 110 scientific 
papers. 
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UNECE WORKING PARTY ON LAND ADMINISTRATION 
 

Elshad Khanalibayli 
 

PhD, The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Azerbaijan 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
The overall goals of the Working Party are the promotion and improvement of land 
administration and land management in the UNECE region. The Working Party aims at 
supporting security of tenure, improving and creating more effective land registries and 
promoting sustainable land use policies. In particular, the Working Party: -Identifies methods 
to strengthen and modernize land administration systems; -Contributes to the formulation, 
implementation and monitoring of land policy and the promotion of sustainable land 
management programmes and projects; -Improves the acquisition, registration, storage, 
maintenance and dissemination of information on real property rights as well as the geometric 
and physical characteristics of land; -Brings together an effective network of land 
administration officials. The Working Party on Land Administration operates under the 
auspices of the UNECE Committee on Housing and Land Management. Its members are the 
national land administration authorities and related authorities from UNECE member states. 
 
 
Biography – PhD, Dr. Chair of the UNECE Working Party on Land Administration, Head of 
Investment, International Cooperation and Strategic Planning Department of the State 
Committee on Property Issues, the Republic of Azerbaijan. Educated in Baku, Moscow and 
London, had been working as the Regional Sales Manager (Caucasus) of the Gillette 
International several years, before he began his career at the State Committee on Property 
Issues in 1999. He is involved as a Chair and/or a Project Manager in a number of projects 
like the management and privatisation of large-sized state-owned enterprises, creating of 
digital cadastre database, improving Real Estate Registration system, development of Address 
Register Information System in Azerbaijan, etc. He closely cooperates with both international 
organisations and national authorities of foreign states. 
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THE WORLD BANK FOR CADASTRE 

 
Ede Jorge Ljjasz Vasquez 

 
MSc, PhD, 

The WORLD BANK, USA 
 
 
Biography – He is the Senior Director for the new Social, Urban, Rural and Resilience Global 
Practice at the World Bank Group. As senior director, Mr. Ijjász will lead a team of over 600 
technical experts deployed across the world, leveraging global knowledge and collaborating with 
partners to help tackle the world’s most complex development challenges. Prior to joining the World 
Bank, Mr. Ijjasz was a Senior Associate with ICF Kaiser International where he provided technical 
and policy advisory services to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on pollution issues, and led 
the preparation of environmental impact assessments of large infrastructure projects in Latin America 
and the United States. Mr. Ijjasz has a Ph.D. and a M.Sc. from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in civil and environmental engineering. He is a Colombian and Hungarian 
national. 
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